
Kia mārama ki ngā tikanga 
hukihuki o ngā tangohanga, 
ngā whakamahinga me 
ngā tukutanga Wai Ariki 
Know the draft rules: 
Geothermal takes, use and 
discharges
 
Disclaimer for rule trees:

There are multiple draft rules that apply to the take and use of geothermal water, heat, and 
energy. The following draft Plan Change 11 rule trees are intended to assist with general 
understanding of the different rules and possible consent pathways. The rule trees are a 
simplified overview of the draft take and use rules, and must be read in conjunction with 
the draft Plan Change 11 rules. They cannot be relied on for consenting purposes or full 
policy advice.

A rule tree has also been created for geothermal discharges, as there are four different draft 
rules that could apply.

The rule trees do not cover every single rule included in the draft Plan Change 11. Other 
activities (such as drilling or damming and diversion) only have one draft rule, so a rule tree 
has not been created.

For more information visit  
boprc.govt.nz/geothermal



DRAFT TAKE AND USE RULES 
Geothermal Management Groups 1, 3-7

Is the take and use located 
in Geothermal Management 
Group 2 (Ngā Wai Ariki o 
Rotorua)?

Is the take and use for 
customary practices in 
accordance with tikanga Māori?

Is the take and use located 
in Geothermal Management 
Group 5?

Is the take and use located 
in Geothermal Management 
Group 1, 6 or 7?

Is the take and use from a 
geothermal feature?

Will the take and use exceed 
the natural outflow rates or the 
quantity required to meet the 
efficient end use?

Restricted  
Discretionary

GEO-R4

Discretionary
GEO-R5

Prohibited  
GEO-R6

You cannot apply 
for consent

Rule tree to follow 
once Draft Freshwater 
Plan has been released

Permitted
GEO-R1

See rule tree for Geothermal 
Management Group 2  
(Ngā Wai Ariki o Rotorua)

Does the take use a 
geothermal well?

Is the take and use 
for monitoring and 
scientific purposes?

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes



DRAFT TAKE AND USE RULES 
Geothermal Management Group 2 (Ngā Wai Ariki o Rotorua)

Is the take and use for 
customary practices in 
accordance with tikanga Māori?

Is the activity a new or 
increased take and use that will 
cause the allocation limits to be 
exceeded?

Is the take and use located in 
the Whakarewarewa Geyser 
Protection Area?

Is the take and use for 
communal use that directly 
benefits the health & wellbeing 
of tangata whenua?

Is the take and use for mineral 
bathing and wellness therapies?

Is the take and use from a 
geothermal feature?

Is the take and use from the 
geothermal aquifer and does it 
use a DHX?

Is the take and use prohibited 
by any other rules?

Restricted  
Discretionary  
GEO-ROT-R6

Restricted  
Discretionary
GEO-ROT-R3

Restricted  
Discretionary
GEO-ROT-R4

Restricted  
Discretionary
GEO-ROT-R5

Discretionary 
GEO-ROT-R7

Controlled
GEO-ROT-R2

Prohibited
GEO-ROT-R8

You cannot apply  
for consent

Prohibited
GEO-ROT-R9

You cannot apply  
for consent

Prohibited  
You cannot apply  

for consent

Permitted
GEO-R1

Does the take use a 
geothermal well?

Will the new or increased 
take and use be wholly 
offset by the transfer of 
existing consent/s?

Is the activity a 
replacement consent for 
an existing take that will 
not increase the total 
abstraction of heat in the 
Whakarewarewa Geyser 
Protection Area?

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No



DRAFT DISCHARGE RULES 
All Geothermal Management Groups

Is the discharge in 
accordance with 
tikanga Māori?

Is the method of 
discharge reinjection?

Restricted  
Discretionary 

GEO-R3

Restricted 
Discretionary

GEO-R9

Discretionary 
GEO-R10

Permitted
GEO-R1

Does the discharge 
meet the criteria in 
GEO-R2?

Yes Yes

Yes

NoNo

No


